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Architect Mike Calvino doesn't do ordinary houses.

giuchend. Bt ot tha kiny
Can A COINR Y. That's why he took seven years to design and build this one.
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=== Whats with that house?

abhdeuesiy |-'||u. R USKIN « Can a house have a soul? % Can a bullding breathe? § This one
High Sehool fic 1 does. % The house at the end of Canal Street in Ruskin is a different species

from the modest bungalow-style homes on either side. 4 1t towers up three
tories, facing the water, but thered no elear division between inside and outside. A wall
becomes s massive door A living room becomes a balcony, § Kitchen wills hang from
the eeiling On the top floor; biridges, parapets. In some places the floor is stamped con-
crele, innthers wood, Sometlimes it is made of glass, looking down onto the floor below,
CRIME Y 13 T Architect Michael Calyino built this house with his own hands, ¥ He dug the foun-
iatlon. He soldered the metal strts, He cut down a tree and planed the wood to make
thee hnrdwood floor. » See CALVING, 7
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in total { over its construction.

A pool reflects the back of the house. Michael Calvino built the house hi

33 CALVINO continued from1
He won't say how much more it cost him,

open house in labor and materials, than what Woodruff
Catvino wall open the housa to the paid. And he won't hazard a guess as to what
pubbc from 110 4 pm. Saturday. The orth.
house is at 1012 Canal St in Ruskin. For It's like a custom car — it's worth what
meore information, call 229-3411L someone is willing to pay for it"™ he said.
“What 2 U going to compare it w?”

That's a good question.

Neighbors call the hoose “Fort Ruskin™

Woodrufl wonders if heTl be living in the
next Fallingwater, if the unknown architect
he hired will become the next Frank Liovd
Wright.

=
next.
He's already making sketches for new

ses that collect rainwater,

th the wind. Houses that

trust the construction to contractors.
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or 681-2242

his wife, a dentist.

For less reliance on air conditioning,
Calvino's design uses large screens

that allow air to flow freely througheut
the entire house. Above is a crank he
designed and built to open and close the
higher windows in the dining room, left.
The crank is located against the wall of
windows, behind the table.
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