WWHEN ALL ELSE FAILS, BUILD IT YOURSELF
Mika Calvino has taken the role of the architoct
to-a new level. After designing a home for a
cliont on a hiddan soretch of land in Ruskin, out-
side of Tampa, Florida, Calvino had trouble find-
ing a contractor who could eomplete the unusu-
al home without sacrificing the integrity and
complexity of the design.

The client, an avid sailor and catamaran racer,
wanted a unlque two-bedroom home and a
guest hause that reflected his outdoar [ifastyle,
Calvino came up with & design comprised of
Neating planes connected by a massive wood
roof, held up by four slender columns, above,

mada of cyprass planks. He decldod to bulld the
house himself, enlisting his brother, a friend and
students from local archicecture schools for
halp. Construetion began four yoars ago and s
expected to be completed by December,
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A CLEAN WELL-PRESERVED PLACE

The house whers Emest Hemingway fived in San Franciseo
de Paula, Cuba, has fallen an very hard times lazely—wit, 2
leaking rood, a shifting foundation and damage fram storms
and radn, The house, lefe was being operated as a musew,
but the damage was so bad chat the stalf maved
Hemingwary's furniture and poscecsions into storage,

This year; the Matonal Truse for Hisearic Presarvation
broke precedent by maming Hemingway's house, Finea
Vigla, one of ite"Eleven Most Endangered Bulldings,” a [
previously fimited to American strictures and places.

Irs ]:||:r'. Thomasville Furnloure Industries, maker af 1l
Emest Hemibrpway Callection, danared $20,000 ta unds
wirite @ team of architects and enginecrs from che
Mational Trust for Historic Preservation and the
Hemingway Preservation Foundadon ra study Finca Vigla
aned astablish a long=-torm plan for it stabllizathon and
ultimare restoratian.

Finea Vigia, just autslda Favana, was balle 1n | BB& sl
named for its long view from the hillside. Hemingway
lived there from 1939 1o | 960, writing two mascerwarks
thae ware published during his [ifetime, Far Whem the el
Tols and the Ofd Man and the Sea, He alsio wrote 4
Moveatile Feast and lilands in the  Streorn, published
posthumoushy. at the home. Hemingway wan the Mobel
Prize far Litaraoore in 1954, —BETH DURMLOP

EVEN A MINIMALIST HOME CAN TAKE A WHILE

The archivece Ed Miles, whose work is pramingnt In Malibu, Califernia, has broughe his
severe design to another waterfront location—Fore Lauderdale. More than five years
and three builders, after breaking ground the privace home, above, is still under construe-
tlon. Laaking mare like a modern museum than 5 resldence, this 15,000 square-fact
project iz situated on one acre of lind and surrounded by the Intracoastal VWatersay an
thren sides, The interlor space of the steel, glass and conerece homea is vast—each of the
rooms (studie, office, media room, guasr suites, master badroom and mascer bath) is cor
neceed by shywalks. Even though it is soll a work in progress, the home's distinet dasign
Is sure to wirn boaters' heads as they cacch a glimpse of this rare plece of archicecture
bevseen che Atinclc Boulevard bridge and the Commerical Boulevard bridge,
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AN ICON GROWS

Ome leon was just not encugh for Philippe Strck, The star-
chitect, in colliboration with Architectonica and Yoo Ltd,,
has deslgned the lcon Brickeld, a three-tower condominium
that will be located at the mouth of the Maml River adja-
cont o Miaml Circle, The three crystalling towers. (the
mllest will reach 60 stories, the shortest 52 scorias) will
offer water, park and city views. as well as countless other
amenitlas, such as o 300-foor swimming pool, a two-acre
ocutdoor  living room, wireless technology, 24-hour
canclerge service and a spa and fioess center. The bullding
will hawve one, two and three-bedroom condominiums, as
wiall as left units. The loon Brickells owo-story entrance and
valet drop-off area, seen in the Hlustration below, will be sur-
reunded by columns modeied after the Maal figures of
Eastar Island, Construction will bagin noxe Jamary.
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REMEMBER FUN
ARCHITECTURET

Before Mediterranean-style homes and
ihyseraper condominlums metasta-
sized all over South Florida, there was
a simple and playful architecture that

spoke of hope and aptimism, Tha Mid-
century Modern architecture exhibi-
tion now showing at the Museum of Art
in Fort Lauderdale recounts the bulld-
ing hoom In South Florida that reflect-
ed the speed, rhythm and mood of the
post-war deeades. Photographa by
Thomas Delbeck, Robin Hill and
Arthur Marcus capture the concrete
structiifes  and exuberant  paint
schemes characteristic of the few Mid-
cantury Modern  strudtures  that
remaln intace. The work of the archi-
tocts Charles F McKirahan, Robort
Todd and Clarence Reinhardt highlight
a style that defingd South Florida as a
center of leisure and sntertainment.
The exhibition alms to shed light on
the need to preserve these ramalning
structures. It runs through November
& nt the Museum of Art, One East Las
Olas Baulevard, Fort Lauderdale,

ROME MEETS MODERMISHM
THROUGH MEIER

Richard Maler s well knewn for his liies
Modernist scyle; seen Inoswech works as the
Gatry Center In Lot Angelos and his upeoming
Miami project, Beach Howse, inset, a | 2-story
condo ancised n g glass-and-stee] exoshols.
ton, scheduled o ke completed in 2007,
Melar has also terned his attention o Rome,
where he is building the firse Modernist stie.
twre since the | 930s in the cigy's historic cen:
ter, The museum, seen in the photo at far left,
will house the Ara Pacis, or altar of peace, a
sacrificial altar commissioned by Romes lirs
emperon, Augustus, in 9 BC. The musedm is
duslgnod 1o b transparant and permeatsla, 1od
has o large glass fagade overlooking the Tiber
River. Although the museum, which |5 sched.
uled to apen in April, will be quite small, tha
project marks a major step forward In moving
Rome Inta the owengy-firse century.
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Meier, Starck and Niles

BY BEM DEMNIZ
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