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Few architects are doing what Mike Calvino is — designing and building a home on Canal Street
overlooking Tampa Bay. Calvino is preparing to build laminate beams that will lend character.

" ALMOST HOME
* Stan Woodruff cnd Sharon
Collier of Sun City planon
maving in next year, a fivo-
year wailt for completion
* There will be about 2,000
squarg feet of air-conditioned
4pace and 10,000 square feet
of interior space. roaf decks
and porches,
* Fifty-two-footcypress lami-
nate beams, which will create
adistinctive roof, will pro-
trude 15 feet over the front en-
try.
* The kitchen cabinets will be
milled from a eucalyptus tree
aTampa homeowner did nat
want.

#* The same sucalyptus will be
used lor inlaid flooring and
handmade bed and shelves in
the master bedroom.

Calvino's clients are Stan
WoodnuT and his wife, Sharon
Caollier, of Sun City

Waoodruff said an artist they
know recommended Calvino.

“Mike came out to the site,
and I explained we wanted a
simple house with split bed-
Tooms and living space In the
middle,” he said “He went to
his studio and came up with
this house out of ‘Star Wars.'
Undl I'saw the model, | hadn't
realized how talented he was.
There is nothinghe can't do.”

Woodrufl said he and his
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The house — which will be finished in about a year, five years in
the making — is drawing the interest of several architects,

wile were willing (o wait, even
though they kncw the house
would take years.

“Every timethe does some-
thing, he surprises me,"” Wood-
rulffl said, “and it's always a
‘wow.” I've logked at a lot of
hemes and alot of unique
homes, but I have not seen ane
that comparesip this one.”

Calvino, 338lives in south
Tampa with his wife, Lliim-.
and dauglter, Mary, 2.

He earned his bachelor's
and master's degrees from the
University of Florida and
worked In architeciural offices
in New York City and Tampa
while designing and building
furniture on the side,

He grew up in Longwood,
outside of Orlando.

He said his mother noticed
at an carly age that he had a lot
of patience.

"Iguess that's why 1 can stay
onone project foralong ime,”
he said

Calvino is preparing to build
the laminate beams that will
glve the home much of its
charpeter, The beams will pro-
trucde 19 feet over the front en-
try, where an elevated circular
drive will bring people to a sec-
ond-story entrance,

Much of the house Is con-
crete and steel, which he said
can give a home a cold feel.
That's why he's adding inipor-
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Sharon Collier and husband Stan Woodruff go over blueprints
with Calvino. “There is nothing he can’t do,” Woodruff says.

tarewooden touches,

“It's the wood and glass de-
tall, especially the wood, that
brings the human scale and
tactile quality, the warmth," he
said. "It's the wood, especially
the exotic woods, that bring
the grain, color, smell o & pro-
Ject. To me, that's the human
interface.”

The house will have about
2,000 square feet of air-condi-
tioned space and 10,000
square feet total of interior
space, roof decks and porches

The roof beams will be made
from cypress, shaped and then
glued and bolted together 1o
form an arc similar to those
seen in churches and other
larger structures

Calvino built a scaled-down
version of the laminate beams
on a small guest house along-
side the main house.

That structure, Woodruff
said, convinced him of Cal
Vino's creativity.

A concrete slab on the prop-
erty was not structurally sound
enough to suppor a bullding,
$0 Calvino built the
guesthouse over the slab and
suppaorted it with steel trusses
perched on top of concrete
towers, The trusses hold the
cypress laminate beams,
which add color and character.

Calvino said he has always
liked to build things.

He has learned the basics of
construction, and in 2000, he
camed his general contractor’s
license. He said some of the
skills he uses in home bullding
he learned while working on
cars,
“I've always tinkered with
cars and rebullt carburetors

and that kind of mechanical
stufl,’” he said

He created the iron grillwork
[or the railings on the balcony;
poured the concrete for the
foundation and the pool, and
built the iron trusses for the
roaf

He also will build the kitchen
cabinets out of eucalyptus
wood milled from atree a Tam-
pa homeowner no longer
wanted. The eucalyprus also
will become part of the inlaid
flooring and handmade euca-
lyptus b d shelves in the
master bedroom.

Ihe roof beams will be
sculpted to curve so they let
rain flow off the roof and give
the house “the elegance I
want,"” Calvino sald.

Woodnuff said he believes
Calvino will be famous one
day.

‘My friends call him Mike
Lloyd Wright," he said, refer-
ring to the famous early
20th-century American archi-
tect. " But Wrightnever did itall
like Mike does. He keeps send-
ing furniture he designs to
someone in California who
wanis him to come out there
someday and build a house for
the fumiture. [ figure once that
happens, we will lose him and
he will really catchon.”

Until then, Woodruif is hap-
py to have Calvine creating a
hause of exceptional quality
built by someone who joves
what he does.

“I never saw anyone as hap-
pv doing what they are doing
as Mikeis,"” he said

Reporter Liz Blecu can be reached
al (813) 6334323,
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