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Naighbors Brian Pandorf and Karin Arden, and othar Thonotosaisa residents
to changing the county code to allow retail use by nurseries,
o and landicapere. A haaring is sat for June 3 sl
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Troopers
To Tighten

Belt Checks .

STATE CAMPAIGN AIMS
AT RESTRAINT VIOLATIONS
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Trvelens heading out o «
thi official startof sunmmes had better
be dilfgent about maldng sure all el
passenens are stapped i especinlly
babies and children, law enforcernent
oificials said

As the Memorial Day boliday week
end nears and traltlc chokes Bay irea
roads, state troopers and Hillibor-

ough shenil's depruties will he
outfor seat belt and child
safery resiraint violations

Buckle Up Flarkda s spasating 4

‘called "Click Tt or Ticker™ thal started
Mondayand runs through june b,

T i s ane of several held
throughout the yeur. usually around
holiday weekends, Florida Highway
Patrnl Trogpes Ly Coggrlns said,

Hillsborough County Shenils Of-
fice spokesman L4 Rod Reder said
buckling & seat belt s a simple o
lifesaving choice.

“lr's stuennbng (o me i this day and
arge, with all the iradfic and allt
denty that we have o this arca, thar
someons would oven conskder nol
bruckling o sea belt,” Reder said

Low enlomement officers cannol
stop a motorist for nov wearing a scal
et beciause 10 16 consldered o sec
ondary violation. Bui officess can stop
a car with, an unrestrained child be-
causi that's ry violation.
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T 200, 1]
able, 3,140 people were hlled In mo
tor vehicle accadents in Florida, and

must recent dats avall

5:5il were not wearing seat belis,
Cerigggins sailel. n U
59 children killed in crashes wore ot

in restrming seats or propety buckled

Teegrarter 1l KIng Greenwood can be
rosachod (A13) 6574554,
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Architect Mike Calvino is building & waterfrant home for & couple wert of Ruk|

The home Mike Calvino designed
and is constructing hands-on is
altracting architectural attention.

Ty 142 HARALE
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RUSKIN — Any archirect can deslgn a bouse

fut Mike Calvino hasn's merely designed the
home taking shape on o tree shaded watnr tlot
on Canal Strect overdooking Tampa Bay. He's also
biailding it with his own hands < evesy wall, loor
fixteire and doarn He's bullding all the eucalypis
cabinets and latehes, the foor inkays, the swimmbng
pool and the 52-foat cypress luninate beams that
el ghives thie s much of valive cliaractoes

Whien complewed in abou e hoiise will
have been five years [n the making But alroady,
oven withiout lis glgnatiore ool the home b deawing
fnteresd in architectiral elecles A groop of amea ar
chittoets totred the house Saturday, and others al
veaidy had made i way out 1o see Calving s work

Sueve Cooke, i assoctate professor at the Und
verstty of Florida's School of Architectare and De-
siggre. sakcd 11 sl for an arghitect 1o ke such a
hands-on apgrroach fora clent

I ot ueun] Toe s arelitect 1o be th enond
contracton 1ur a project. Some fioms contact o do
that, 1o deliver a whole packoge. i they have sopa
pate dhvislons for dolng tar. Very few architects ate
ok what Mike b dotng.’

The house is imponamt for the wglon, Covke
bl trt fiand besaase of e oo

FThin dx o plece of . he sald “He b bullding
ht hiosbases Dike @ sedpror swoubd balld. And 108 hard
A Ak clbient willlongs tor mgree b0 1B jrroiess

Much of whist b bilng bulll in the ares wday,

Cookn sald, are s colled “MeStandons that allew

for iy creative expliraiion
Mol s Londivy I Uik thi Toad at MG
Donald's 11's comfortahie Thite b by k. You
Ketntrw whiAL i ae going (o ger,” e snid.
e Bonise Calving be Miiding ' can educate te
yblbc o Ui e bntiies of arvhitec e, of b o
mwnnmulw]unluﬂmlm"iw skl
Clabving's chisats ate Stan Wiesinit anl liks wite
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in. A lot of architects don't do the handi-on work. but be doas

From The Ground Up
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Sharon Colller and her husband, S1an Woodnfl, center, go over the plans with srchivect Mike Cal-
n finished, the house will have been five year in the making
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HANDS-ON
HOUSE

Continued From Page 1

Sharon Collier, of Sun City.
Woodruff said an artist they
know recommended Calvino.
“Mike came out (o the site,
and I explained we wanted a
simple house with split bed-
rooms and living space in the
middle,” he said. “'He went to
his studio and came up with
this house out of ‘Star Wars.'
Until I saw the model I hadn’t

Stan Woodruff and Sharon Collier admire the view from the top floor of their home un#

realized how talented he was.
Thereisnothing he can’t do.”

Woodruff said he and his
wife were willing to wait, even
though they knew the house
would take years.

“Every time he does some-
thing he surprises me,” Wood-
ruff said, “and it's always a
‘wow." I've looked at a lot of
homes and a lot of unique
homes, but I have not seen one
that compares to this one,”

Calvino, 33, lives in south
Tampa with his wife, Elaine,
and daughter, Mary, 2.

He earned his bachelor’s
and master's degrees from the

University of Flotida and
worked in architectutal offices
in New York City an{l Tampa
while designing and building
furniture on the side. |

He grew up in Lopgwood,
outside of Orlando, Hé said his
mother noticed at an early age
that he had a lot of patience,

“Iguess that's why Ican stay
on one project for a long time,”
he said.

Calvino is preparing o build
the laminate beams that will
give the home much of its
character. The beams will pro-
trude 19 feet over the front en-
try, where an elevated e¢ircular

Tribune photo by ROBERT BURKE

r construction in Ruskin.

drive will bring people to a sec-
ond-story entrance.

Much of the house is con-
crete and steel, which he said
can give a home a cold feel.
That's why he’s adding impor-
tant wooden touches.

“It’s the wood and glass de-
tail, especially the wood, that
brings the human scale and
tactile quality, the warmth,” he
said. “It's the wood, especially
the exotic woods, that bring
the grain, color, smell to a pro-
ject. To me, that's the human
interface.”

See HANDS-ON HOUSE, Page 7 >
Architect always liked to build.
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Theguest house of a private residence being built by Mike Calvino has laminate wood beams
supporting the roof. Larger versions of the roof beams will be used in the main house.

ANDS-ON
"HOUSE

Cd;lltinued From ;’age 6

The house will have about
2,000 square feet of air-condi-
tioned space and a total of
10,000 square feet of interior
space, toof decks and
porches. |

The roef beams will be
made from cypress, shaped
and then glued and bolted to-
gether to form an arc similar
to those seen in churches and
other larger structures.

Calvino Kuilt a scaled-
down version of the laminate
beams on a small guest house
alongside the main house.

That structire, Woodruff
said, convinced him of Cal-
vino's creativity,

An existing toncrete slab
on the property was not struc-
turally sound englllgh to sup-

port a building, so Calvino
built the guesthouse over the
slab and supported it with
steel trusses perched on top of
concrete towers. The trusses
hold the cypress laminate
beams, which add color and
character.

Calvino said he has always
liked to build things. he
learned the basics of con-
struction, and in 2000 he
earned his general contrac-
tor’s license. He said some of
the skills he uses in home
building he learned working
on cars.

He created the iron grill-
work for the railings on the
balcony himself, poured the
concrete for the foundation
and the pool and built the
iron trusses for the roof.

He will build the kitchen
cabinets out of eucalyptus
wood milled from a tree a
Tampa homeowner no longer
wanted. The eucalyptus also
will become part of the inlaid

flooring and handmade euca-
lyptus bed and shelves in the
master bedroom.

Woodruff said he believes
Calvino will be famous one
day.

“My friends call him Mike
Lloyd Wright,” he said, refer-
ring to the famous early
20th-century American archi-
tect. “But Wright never did it
all like Mike does. He keeps
sending furniture he designs
to someone in California who
wants him to come out there
someday and build a house
for the furniture. I figure once
that happens, we will lose him
and he will really catch on.”

Until then, Woodruff is
happy to have Calvino creat-
ing a house of exceptional
quality built by someone who
loves what he does.

“l never saw anyone as
happy doing what they are
doing as Mike is,” he said.

Reporter Liz Bleau can be
reached at (813) 633-4323.
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