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Architect Mike Calvino’s Work Combines Grace and Grlt

By JOHN MARSH

Architect Mike Calvino
thinks outside the box. It’s not
that he makes the effort; it's
just his nature,

He admires Le Corbusier,
Mies van der Rohe and Frank
Lioyd Wright, whose work he
calls Classic Modern. Of the
current non-postmodern ar-
chitects he is enthusiastic
about Carlo Scarpa.

Calvino’s work exemplifies
a shared philosophy. Excep-
tional architecture seeks not to
force a material to its limits,
but to help it become what it
wants to be — to honor it, not
to dominate it.

It is being attuned to the
innate nature of a material that
is at the heart of Calvino’'s art.
In an essay he writes about
cutting padouk, an exotic
hardwood from West Africa.
The experience is about
“feeling the texture of the end
grain, the rough sawn and the

sanded surface, smelling the
aroma of its oils when it is
cut, smelling it burn under the
heat of a router bit as it dulls,
and feeling how much it re-
sists the carbide teeth of a 10",
1 hp table saw while ripping a
piece of 8/4 stock.”

Calvino’s designs exhibit
playful, surprising intersec-
tions of one material with an-
other, like a delicate filigree
of cables and steel plugged
into slabs of poured concrete.
Calvino calls the technique
shell and infill. In his hands it
has the feel of a child's Chi-
nese puzzle.

His work is also about the
relationship of a structure to
its site. His master’s thesis
proposed building a row of
new residences behind a row
of historic St. Augustine resi-
dences, matching their mates
in footprint and mass rather
than in style or materials —
classic contrast and compari-
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The house Mike Calvmn is building in Ruskin was designed to take advantage of pre-
vailing winds and a magnificent Gulf view.
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The roof and walls of the ¢

pleted Ruskin guesth

like a boat on a davit.

Continued from page |

son to the advantage of both,

After earning his master’s,
Calvino worked for Richard
Meier and Partners in New
York City until a friend shared
his enthusiasm for some pos-
sibilities in Florida, where
Calvino was raised. Those
projects fell through, but
Calvino had returned home
and saw no reason not 1o stay.
Undaunted, he went to work
for Lesher and Mahoney in
Tampa where he worked on
the design for Tropicana
Field.

While with that firm. he met
his future wife Elaine, a com-
puter expert. “If I had to put a
time on it, 1 fell in love over
the copy machire.,” Mike
says, “when she strolled in
with a screwdriver to fix it
while a bunch of male archi-
tects stood around helplessly.”

Today Mike and Elaine arc
the justifiably proud parents
of a charismatic 20-month-old
named Mary who could pose
for a camera before she could
walk.

Today Calvino works inde-
pendently. His current project
i1s a retirement home he's
building in Ruskin for Stanley
and Sharon Woodruff — a

2 hang from 2 massive piers, much

Calvino cuts a steel heam for the roof of the Woodruff

home in Ruskin.

couple of long-lime empty
nesters who want both seren-
ity and room for the grand-
children. Not lavish in terms
of floor space, the house takes
ultimate advantage of a pris
tine view of the gulf through
mangmvcs‘

When complete, the house
will have two towers for pri-
vate arcas anchoring an ex-
pansive open living space
between them and a screened

“he writes.
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space of equal squitre footage
beneath. A spiraling ramp will
complete the transition from
earth o home,

The guest house was built
first. According to Calvino. it
was conceived as a small hotel
room. “The solid masonry
edge extends up 7 1/2 feet,”
- a ruinous wall
over which the roof system
floats, Between the shell and
the roof are nothing but glass
and few thin cypress mullions
to contain them.”

Actually, the roof system
only appears o float, On
closer examination it becomes
clear that the entire Structure
hangs from 2 massive picrs,
much as a davit holds o boat
up over the water. It seems no
coincidence that Woodruff
owns a satlboat

The intriguing engincering
N()ll]!i(\n came 1n H.‘.\')Ull\L" Lo
the fact that the puest house
was built over an existing slab
within 25 feet of the EPC
wetland zone - the “sacred
zone™ within which no new
structure could be placed

Woodraff has helped with
some of the finish as a labor
of love, Calvino appreciates
the owner's imvolvement; it
makes the expericnce deeper
and more cotlaborative. He
needs help placing steel ele
ments, but otherwise it is
mostly the solitary pursuit of a
bailder building by hand.

The towers and ramps and
“ruinous” walls reveal an
element in Calvino's work
that is decidedly romantic
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To Calvino, a building is not
an enclosure for function, or
walls and windows around a
floor plan. It is a mediation
between human peeds for
shelter and nature’s impera-
lives of prevailing winds and
capricious waters.

Mike continues 10 practice a
holistic approach in his erea-
tive life. In addition to build
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Women’s Hospital Expansion

St. Joseph’s Women's Hos-
pital has broken ground on a
new Physician Office Build-
g The S11 million, 50,000-
square-foot addition will cre-
ate a lobby and central entry
connecied to the parking pa-
rage and will include a cov-
ered patient drop-ofl/piek-up
arca. Upper floors will contain
32,000 square feet of physi-
cran offices

Patients will benefil from an
Fl-bBed tiage unit with direct
access o Labor and Delivery
An admutting arca with private

roOms ensures pavacy for pi-
tients scheduled for
urological exams an
procedures
Additional amemibies will
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